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Dear Members and Partners,

| am pleased to share this update summarising key outcomes and highlights from the recent World Bowls Board
Meetings held in August and October.

It has been an exceptionally busy and productive period for our sport. World Bowls continues to strengthen
relationships with the International Paralympic Committee (IPC), International Bowls for the Disabled (IBD), and the
Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF) as we look ahead to Glasgow 2026 and future international events.
Exciting progress has also been made with the World Academy of Sport, with new online learning opportunities
being developed for our global bowls community.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or feedback.
Warm regards,
Neil Dalrymple

Chief Executive Officer
ceo@worldbowls.com

October 23, 2025

Vote of Thanks

The Board extends its warmest congratulations and thanks on behalf of World Bowls to cluBarham, its Directors
and CEO, Event staff and to the wonderful volunteers for the highly successful staging of the World Bowls
Champion of Champions event in September.

Special thanks also to Mark Cowan, Neil Dalrymple and Irene Attard who attended the event representing World
Bowls, to Ceris Hewlings and Steve Watson for providing media and photographic support for the event and our

broadcast team from Bowls NZ and special comments from Barrie Lester.

Board Announcements and Decisions

e World Bowls is delighted to welcome Bowls Uganda as a new member nation.
e World Bowls has been confirmed as an IPC Recognised International Federation.

e The Member Organisations of International Bowls for the Disabled voted to approve a merger with World
Bowls at a Special General Meeting on 28 September 2025.

e World Bowls is delighted to welcome the IBD Member Organisations as Associate Members of World Bowls
and will be applying to the IPC for the consideration for Bowls in the 2032 Brisbane Paralympic Games.

e World Bowls is delighted to be working with Bowls Australia to actively support their “Bowls for Brisbane”
campaign.
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e The Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games have confirmed the Para Bowls competition.
o Three events: The Women’s and Men’s B6-8 Pairs and B2-3 Mixed Pairs.
o Host nation Scotland will compete with teams from Australia, England, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Singapore, South Africa and Wales.
o The Bowls and Para Bowls competitions will take place from Friday 24 July to Sunday 2 August
2026.

e World Bowls is delighted to announce an MOU between World Bowls and the World Short Mat Bowls
Council has been signed.

AGM - World Bowls Ltd

e The AGM for World Bowls Ltd. will be held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) and via Zoom on Sunday, 9
November 2025.

e Formal notice for the meeting was sent by email on 18 October 2025.

e There will be an election held immediately prior for one elected Director vacancy. Current World Bowls
Director, Darryl Clout is standing for re-election. No other nominations for this vacancy were received.

e Looking ahead, the Board notes that there will be two elected Director vacancies at the 2026 AGM.

o The Board notes the importance of ensuring any individual wishing to nominate to be elected to the World
Bowls Board should be well informed regarding the requirement for all directors of the Australian
registered company, World Bowls Ltd, must secure an Australian Director Identification Number before
they can become a WB director. For individuals not living in Australia, the process for applying for an
Australian Director Identification Number can take a minimum of 56 days as it must be done by hard copy
forms submitted via the postal system.

World Bowls Members Forum

e A memberForum will be held directly following the AGM on 9 November 2025 in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
and via Zoom.

Notices of Motion for AGM

The World Bowls Board approved two Notices of Motion to be presented to Member Nations at the November
AGM. The Notices of Motion have been circulated to World Bowls Members as part of the Formal Notification of
the AGM made on 18 October 2025.

1. New Life Membership of World Bowls
The Board is recommending Life Memberships be conferred upon David Rhys Jones and Sheila Corcoran.

2. Changes to the World Bowls Constitution
Amongst the proposed changes MNAs will vote on changes to reflect the agreement of the Member
Organisations of International Bowls for the Disabled for IBD to merge with World Bowls together with
some other changes.
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Events
The Board approved Ocean Grove BC in Victoria, Australia as the host for the 2026 World Bowls Indoor
Championship.

World Bowls Committees - Updates

e The Athletes’ Commission Chair, Selina Goddard, has presented feedback from the Commission at the
August and October Board meetings.

e The Audit Committee is assisting with Policy development and a review of the WB Regulations.

e The Board agreed that a separate Finance Committee be convened.

e The Board has approved the World Bowls Competition Manipulation Policy to be published on the WB
Website.

e The Board has approved the Terms of Reference for the Marketing and Communications Committee.

o World Bowls will support the #DitchtheBias campaign in the lead up to the Commonwealth Games.

e World Bowls congratulates the Committee and particularly Committee Member Olly Thompson on their
work in preparing and submitting a proposal for a Bowls Emoji. An announcement on the submission is
expected mid-November. If successful, the new Emoji is expected to go live in 2026.

e World Bowl congratulates CAG on the work with the World Academy of Sport in developing coaching
materials for online courses in the WAo0S format.

Regions Update

e Africa: Ghana successfully held its first national bowls event; African States and AGM in Zambia in 2026.
e Americas: USA hosting 2026 qualifier; working closely with Brazil/Argentina/Jamaica.

e FEurope: Jersey and Wales holding events.

e Asia: new opportunities emerging for Para Bowls.

e Oceania: NZ-India event; Bowls for Brisbane campaign showcase event in October at Club Pine Rivers.

CEO Report
Since June the key focus areas have been:

Stakeholder meetings:
e Regular meetings and engagement with Commonwealth Games Federation on Glasgow 2026.
o The Competition Manager has been appointed — Adam Paton. WB hopes to have an opportunity to meet
with Adam at the World Cup event in Malaysia.
o The playing schedule is being prepared by WB Technical delegate Mark Cowan.
e Brisbane 2032 organising committee CEO and Senior Executives (with BA) — meeting to assist with preparation
of application for inclusion.
e Bowls for Brishane 2032 exhibition matches — with Rest of the World competing against Australia, Malaysia and
China over the coming months.
e WB President attended IPC Congress meeting in September in Korea; IPC briefing on Brisbane 2032 inclusion.
e |PC 2032 Paralympics application, working with IBD to assist with preparation. Due by December 15, 2025.
e IBD merger confirmed and now affirmation by World Bowls Board and to be noted at AGM (a Notice of Motion
to be tabled regarding changes to the WB Constitution). Continuing to work closely with IBD on messaging, WB
constitution and Charter.
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e Bowls Malaysia re: World Cup and Sports Build — re: new portable rinks for World Cup in Malaysia.

e cluBarham re: Champ of Champs and WBS finals.

e Attended launch of the new Ocean Grove BC in Melbourne

e Preparations for World Bowls Academy launch at the World Cup.

e Hall of Fame - Media release circulated. Dinner to coincide with the World Cup; around half of the Inaugural
Inductees will be able to attend the event in person, program booklet, gifts, table settings, running sheet, slide
show, presentations and attendance of inductees being worked on by WB team.

e Henselite — ongoing support with equipment for emerging MNAs, Dales re: Short Mat.

Policies
e Working on the update of Regulations, a Trans Gender Policy and finalizing a Competition and Manipulation
Policy including Sports Betting — Integrity monitoring, digital education opportunities.

WADA

e Responses to the WADA Questionnaire — some critical actions addressed this month concerning the
information on the World Bowls website for athletes and athlete support personnel concerning Anti-Doping;
further actions required before year end.

e World Bowls is seeking candidates for a new TUE Committee — an EOI sent to all MNAs seeking help —ideally
looking for between three and five suitably qualified doctors from all over the world.

e Planning for testing at the WBS finals in 2025 and at two WB events in 2026.

World Event schedule for 2025 — 2031.

e World Champion of Champions in Barham, NSW, Australia in September 2025 — a very successful event,
survey of players and officials to be circulated.

e World Cup — an enormous amount of work has gone into this inaugural event, and we express our thanks to
Bowls Malaysia for their great support of this event.

e World Juniors in Ireland — regular meetings occurring.

e 2027 World Bowls Championships — Bowls England; organizing committee to started operating on October
16 with dates and playing schedule to be finalized soon.

e |dentifying future hosts for World Bowls events: 2026 — 2028 a priority.

World Bowls Series (WBS)

e Updated 2026 calendar is being prepared — new events included: Japan Cup and proposed: China Open,
Singapore International and Auckland Open.

e New rankings for 2025 were released in October.

e An exciting year ending event (for the top 12 women and men World ranked bowlers) is occurring from
December 9 to 12, 2025 at cluBarham.

e A WBS Manager has been appointed on a temporary contract; one day a week for 3 months. Chris Wallace
(formerly with Bowls Australia); the scope of the role will be reviewed after 3-month with the aim of publicly
advertising a position

e Social media platforms growing strongly, especially after recent Champion of Champions.
e A snapshot of our digital media coverage from the World Champion of Champions:
(date extracted between the dates 18 Sept -2 Oct)
— YouTube - 208,800 video views from live streaming and highlights hosted at cluBarham.
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— Channel subscribers grew to 4,830, with 1,427 new subscribers added during the event.
— Facebook - 514,000 impressions, 118,000 link clicks.
— Engagementincluded 9,051+ reactions, 1,425 shares, and 1,500+ comments.
— Additional Reach - Over 768,000 impressions across all World Bowls digital channels during the event.
— 33,900 website visits, with daily wraps and results among the top pages.
— Facebook and Instagram combined gained 600+ new followers
— Audience Location - United Kingdom (41%), Australia (25%), New Zealand (18%).
— Strong local Australian reach: Victoria (2,144 visits) and New South Wales (2,000 visits)
— Content Highlights:
- Champion announcement graphics each reached 120,000+ impressions with 10,000+
interactions.
- Video reels and highlights showcasing cluBarham’ s facilities attracted thousands of views

e Broadcast Strategy and Digital Marketing Strategy has been reviewed by the Board and will be circulated.
e Broadcast of 2025 World Champion of Champions and World Cup contracted to the Bowls NZ broadcast team
- at Champion of Champions, 2 rinks live streamed.

World Bowls Hall of Fame (HoF)

This first induction of our World Bowls Hall of Fame is a landmark moment for World Bowls with 31 players who
have shaped our sport and inspired us to be inducted at a ceremony on November 8" during the World Cup in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

Special thanks to the members of the HoF Committee who have worked tirelessly in their commitment to the task.

Thank you to Bowls Malaysia President Datuk Awalan Abdul Aziz and his Bowls Malaysia team for their support and
we will be honoured with the presence of His Royal Highness Al-Wathiqu Billah Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin and
Youth & Sports Minister Hannah Yeoh at the ceremony.

An enormous amount of work has gone into producing the content and publicity associated with the HoF —they are
stories for the ages. Thanks to the WB team for their contributions.

Sponsorship

e New agreement with Henselite for two years.

e Niagara has renewed for another year.

e Relationship with ACEIT has concluded. A new apparel supplier has been secured — Belgravia Apparel
https://belgraviaapparel.com/ for 3 years.

o Aero Bowls - agreement for World Cup and WBS finals 2025 - jacks and mats for both events together with a
supply of Bowls.

Partners
e FabLittleBag — promotion and distribution of the Bags at WB events ongoing. Social media post and
article is being prepared.
e Bowls International — continue to provide a monthly one on one column and support for WB Media Officer role.
e Sporting Highlights — continues to support events with photography and organising tour groups to attend.
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World Academy of Sport/World Bowls Academy
o Announcement of MOU
o Partnership has been launched; survey distributed and interviews gathering feedback on World Bowls
Academy learning strategy.
o Official launch occurring on November 5 at World Cup.
e Scoping a Para Bowls Research Agreement — important for IPC membership.

Membership
e Growing our membership from 65 to 80 is the objective by end of 2025 with strong prospects being:

o Poland, Italy, Egypt, Nepal, West Africa, Croatia, Norway. Regional Ambassadors are involved in

assisting with each prospect.
o World Bowls Census/Annual Return. Good response rate from MNAs.
e Building and growing the MNA buddy system and development assistance for smaller nations.

o Second round of recipients are receiving shipments of donated bowls, clothing, jacks and mats.

o Henselite has been very generous in their support and continues to assist with shipping. Countries
recently supported: PNG, Kenya, Malta, Tlrkiye, Ghana, Philippines, Cook Islands.

o Equipment request from Uganda to support the growth of the sport. Looking at reestablishing a lawn
green at the premises of Entebbe club — with a simple spectator stand and a small club house. Also
looking for clothing and equipment; recent visit to Bowls Kenya for professional development and
advice.




